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The FES cooperates with Egyptian partners in the fields of: 
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institutions accountable for their commitments on gender equality. Gender 
indicators and relevant data can make visible the gaps between the 
commitments many governments and other institutions have made at all levels 
– for example by ratifying the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) – and their actual implementation and
impact. They can be used to hold policy-makers accountable for their actions, or
lack of action.” (Demetriades, 2007, p.2).

Existing Experience in Egypt:  
In March 2018, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) launched its 
report on the status of gender mainstreaming in selected projects in Egypt. 
Education was among the areas that were investigated in the report to assess 
the level of gender responsiveness of the implemented projects. Egypt Japan 
Education Partnership (EJEP) aimed to improve the quality of education through 
four projects where only one project integrated gender perspective in the 
planning and implementation. The project is Egypt-Japan University of Science 
and Technology (E-JUST). A main critique presented is the limited approach to 
gender in deployed in these projects as the use of gender disaggregated data 
with focus on statistics only. The data collection in the pre-primary, primary, 
preparatory, secondary and the technical education projects demonstrated 
complete lack of gender analysis and absence of qualitative data as “the 
baseline survey, although the gender disaggregated data on the number of 
pupils/students and teachers was collected, no other indicators and information 
were examined from the gender perspective.” (JICA, 2018, p.50). 

Generally, this partnership presents a useful framework for the incorporation of 
gender perspective in any project with respect to four aspects:  

(1) Collecting and analyzing relevant data and information to identify
gender needs in the planning stage:
The first aspect accentuated in the process of gender mainstreaming is the
gender analysis. In order to devise solution and take proper gender actions,
gender analysis based on both well collected qualitative and quantitative data
for gender issues is indispensable.

(2) Integration of gender devices in project activities:
According to the report, gender devices refers to the engagement and
participation of gender experts, concerned local NGOs and appropriate
agencies with knowledge and adequate understanding of local context and the
addressed problem. This is highly important in order to be sensitive to local
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communities’ issues and identify a way to address them through proper tools, 
activities as well as ensuring the participation of local communities.  

(3) Taking a cross-sectoral approach for boosting women’s
empowerment:
Another aspect brought to attention and highlights the complexity of gender
integration in the education process is the cross-sectoral approach. The report
states that the “integration of gender as a topic in extracurricular activities of
basic education for fostering a sense of humanity as a basis for combating
violence and harassment against women and making the scope of a technical
education project more gender-friendly according to the labor market’s needs
for female and male students” (p.59). The stakeholder analysis presented in this
policy paper proposes sectors, which their work intersects and supplement the
educational process.

(4) Setting gender-sensitive indicators and constant monitoring:
The final aspect of the framework tackles the importance of setting measurable
gender indicators, while maintain regular monitoring system to evaluate the
effectiveness of these indicators.

Country Experience:  
In this part, I review other countries experiences to achieve gender equality in 
education.   

The Indonesian Experience:  
I find the Indonesian approach as an inspiring approach towards ending gender 
disparity in the educational system. In 2013, Ministry of National Development 
Planning in Indonesia published a study to review the country progress towards 
gender mainstreaming in education. Interestingly, the study stresses that the 
key challenge is ensuring gender equality beyond access to education. The 
study finds that, “Increasing parity in enrolment is only the first step in achieving 
gender equality in education and may only treat the symptoms, not the root 
causes, of inequality. Focusing on access as the primary issue for all girls and 
boys can undervalue the importance of quality and relevance.” (p.47). In fact, 
the study that explain that gender mainstreaming is a process more than mere 
developed intervention. In 2005, Gender Working Groups is established by the 
provincial education agency. It aimed to disseminate gender equality in formal 
and non-formal education and proved to be effective in developing gender 
sensitive projects in schools. As a result, a holistic approach took place to 
ensure making schools gender responsive through number of pilot projects.  
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Table 1: Development Agencies’ Experience Implementing the Readability 
Program
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