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Citizenship

Citizenship is defined as a relationship of accountability between
the state and individuals living within its territories. Citizenship
also describes the status of a person recognized under the custom
or law as being a member of a country. Moreover it is about the
relationship among individuals within a state. A person can be a
citizen for several reasons: because his/her parents are citizens;
he/she was born within a country; he/she is married to a citizen,
or because of a naturalization after he/she has entered the
country legally or been granted political asylum, or lived there for
a specified period.

There are essential features of citizenship: that the state has a
political and legal mandate to be accountable to citizens; that
citizens are able to access and make claims on the state for their
rights; that the state is answerable to citizens for its actions; and
that citizens can sanction the state if its actions are inadequate.
These features can be seen as an expression of the “quality” of
citizenship.
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The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless
of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any
other media of the child’s choice. (Article 13 of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child)
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Inclusive Citizenship

The concept of citizenship operates simultaneously as force for
both inclusion and exclusion. Not all forms of citizenship are
inclusive. In ancient Athens, for example, only “free men” were
considered “citizens”, while women, foreigners and slaves were
excluded from the participation in the public affairs of the city. In
many other parts of the world and throughout various periods of
history, people from social classes and categories were excluded
from citizenship. Such exclusion took place on the basis of sex,
color, social class, ethnicity or religion. In many cases the exclusion
was formal, intended and written. However, it was in other cases,
informal and unwritten, though stronger. To judge whether the
citizenship is inclusive or not we need to measure the realization
of citizenship in its four major domains: the civil, political, socio-
economic and cultural.
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Exclusion (Marginalization)

Exclusion is the opposite of inclusion. Exclusion can lead to
lower quality citizenship, because strengthening citizenship
for all, requires addressing the barriers that prevent excluded
people from acting as full citizens. Exclusion is a process
by which certain groups within society are systematically
disadvantaged because they are exposed to discrimination on
the basis of their identity. The essential features of exclusion:
that a group is systematically exposed to discrimination on
the basis of their identity; and, as a consequence, this group
experiences deprivation comparing to other groups in society.
This discrimination can be active (deliberate, official) or passive
(unintended, unofficial), and it can take place within social,
political, public and economic institutions. The processes of
exclusion reflects and reinforces prevailing social attitudes.
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Four Dimensions of Citizenship

Citizenship can be considered along with four dimensions that
describe different types of membership. The first refers to formal
citizenship or the legal status of citizenship. This generally means
that as a citizen, one is considered a formal member in an organized
political community. The legal status of citizenship confers one with
rights, privileges, and obligations. The second considers citizenship
to mean entitlement to, and enjoyment of, rights. The rights-based
understanding of citizenship may refer to various types of rights,
including civil, political, and social. Third, citizenship stands in
relation to one’s active participation in the political process. The
fourth dimension of citizenship refers to the sense of belonging,
or one's emotional ties to a community; it is about how people
experiencing themselves in collective terms.
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Four Domains of Inclusive
Citizenship (1)

There are four major domains of citizenship: civil, political, socio-
economic, and cultural or collective. These four domains are
dynamic and interconnected. The civil domain of citizenship refers
to a way of life where citizens define and pursue commonly held
goals. It also inscribes fundamental community values, the limits
of governmental decision making in relation to the individual
citizens. It includes freedom of speech, expression and equality
before the law, as well as the freedom of association and access to
information. The political domain involves the right to vote and to
political participation, free elections, and the right to freely seek
political office. Hence, political citizenship refers to political rights
and duties with respect to the political system.

12
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The Universal Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) guarantee the right to freedom of expression,
both in Article 19. Freedom of expression is not only important in its own right but
is also essential if other human rights are to be achieved.
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Four Domains of Inclusive
Citizenship (2)

The socis-economic domain of citizenship refers to the
relationship between individuals in a social context and to

their rights of participation. Social and economic rights include
the right to social security, to work, to education, to housing,
to minimum means of subsistence and to a safe environment.
Social citizenship refers to the loyalty and solidarity between
individuals. Finally, the cultural or collective domain refers to
the manner in which societies take into account the increasing
cultural diversity and greater openness to other cultures.
Cultural citizenship is about the awareness of common cultural
heritage; this in turn includes recognition of collective rights
of minorities. The culture-state relationship should be based
on human rights to dignity and legal equality against all forms
of discrimination on the basis of membership in a particular
group or category.

14
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Women and inclusive Citizenship

Citizenship has been identified as an important tool of political
mobilization for women in both the global North and South,
providing women with a “valuable weapon in the fight for
their human, democratic, civil and social rights”. In spite of
the universality of the citizenship concept, women have been
excluded - with various degrees - from exercising citizenship in
its four main domains. Achieving equal citizenship for women
and men requires deeper understanding of sex and gender
based division of labor in a society, in addition to gender roles
of both women and men in that society; the understanding of
practical needs and strategic ambitions of both women and
men; and finally the access of women and men to and their
control over resources. Citizenship can not to be inclusive as
long as women are excluded from the public domain.

16
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Illiteracy rate among women reached 37%, while the unemployment rate recorded
22%, four times the rate among men (2009). Women'’s participation in local councils’
elections stands at 5%. Women holding ministerial positions stands at 3.6% versus
30% in developed countries (2011). (source: National Council for Women)

17




dgisall pyall
Otihlgas lgoyinig Lgd)Liuii ol eleii il eusll o drisell pusll
dlall Gls aa JAdll gsslellg dralaill ausll o dicyd doghio g
erd g drisoll easll diklgell Glwjlosg Gildgiuwog Gy
8lgluwallg dolyéllg Ldaillg sdllasll Jouivi gl sl pdall sabog
sddgiuellg luJJJJJI elpalg aoblwdll ,(oA|J.|.||9 wdhlgall JS G
lgiog .olell oLl ploindlg .dolell dolrally dilodllg sdclhiullg
egilgrois sguludl olgudllg 6psbadl G Guihlgoall dlgiuo LAyl
J4 slall 63939 dolell sball padig Gawai (o sogilisoliug
dolygllg dypall 5)91 luilll Godal (sallell odledl ol .oihlgall
esall sublig .drwbudll dsisell (o.m.ll pgaagy pllullg anluillg
dlglue ga plell (rogul clglullg dunill -_o.olg.oJl U dyisoll
Ul J3iy geino Lgl U drisall eusll ISt o Sua sosihlgall JS

.aua dihlgell dlla

Civic Values

Civic values are those values we learn to share and respect
as citizens. They are a sub-set of cultural values and moral
principles pertaining to the rights, responsibilities and practices
of citizenship. Civic values are the values and principles of
good governance. They include: justice, trust, dignity and
equality of all citizens, compassion, tolerance and respect
for others, public courtesy and public mindedness, citizens’
responsibility to participate proactively in associations and
community affairs. The United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights lists freedom, dignity, forgiveness and peace as its core
civic values. Affirming civic values, in personal attitude and
daily public behavior, is a responsibility of all citizens. That is
because the erosion of civic values in a society would lead to
weakened citizenship.

18
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Freedom of belief is absolute. The freedom to practice religious rites and to establish
places of worship for the followers of the revealed religions shall be regulated by the
law.(article 64 of Egyptian constitution)
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Civic Responsibility

The moral obligation of all citizens, whether they are
individuals, groups, organizations, associations, or institutions
to actively participate in educating, promoting, enforcing,
respecting, and defending the attitudes, policies, behaviors,
and practices, in both the public and private realms, that best
express civic values (both universal values and those specific
to their society) and good governance, expose corruption and
other societal ills, affirm the consanguinity, fundamental rights
basic welfare, justice, dignity, and value of all citizens.

20
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the Egyptian Constitution)
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Human Rights

Fundamental to good democratic governance are three
core principles of human rights: equality, participation and
inclusion. All citizens are equal in their rights, all citizens have
the right to participate in governance and public services.
Discrimination, poverty, political coercion, conflict, and a lack of
political voice deprive many citizens of their rights to equality,
participation and inclusion. Women, youth, and the poor
are groups most often deprived of these rights. To enhance
equality, participation and inclusion, the promotion of good
governance and active citizenship must always be attentive
to: i) the equitable access of citizens to governance and public
services without discrimination, ii) citizen education in human
rights principles, iii) the representation of deprived groups
in governance institutions and processes, iv) the rejection of
power relations and coercion, v) the promotion of equitable
growth, and vi) the ongoing practice of extensive consultation
and collaboration with all categories of citizens.
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November 25%- International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women,
which continues to be a global pandemic - 70% of women have experience a form of
violence in their lifetime. Violence against women is a consequence of discrimination
against women, in law and also in practice, and of persisting inequalities between
men and women
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Good Governane

Governance can be seen as the exercise of economic, political
and administrative authority to manage a country’s affairs
at all levels. It comprises the mechanisms, processes and
institutions through which citizens and groups articulate their
interests, exercise their legal rights, meet their obligations
and mediate their differences. Good governance is, among
other things, participatory, transparent and accountable. It
is also effective and equitable, and it promotes the rule of
law. It ensures that political, social and economic priorities are
based on broad consensus in society and that the voices of the
poorest and the most vulnerable are heard in decision-making
over the allocation of development resources.
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Environmental Citizenship

“Environmental citizenship” is used broadly to refer to pro-
environmental behavior, in public and in private, driven
by a belief in fairness of the distribution of environmental
goods. It is about the active participation of citizens moving
towards sustainability. Environmental citizens work with the
idea of rights and responsibilities, not specifically in their
relation to the state, but in their relation to other citizens
even spatially and temporally distant from them. That is to
reduce their “ecological footprint” through their both public
and private action. The “environmental citizen” believes that
environmental sustainability is a common good, that ethical
and moral knowledge is as important as techno-scientific
knowledge, and believes that other people’s environmental
rights engender environmental responsibilities, that are due
not only to one’s neighbors or fellow nationals but also to all
humans and is aware that private environment-related actions
can have public environment-related impacts.
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Al-Max - Alexandria, considered one of the most polluted waterways in the world.
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Inclusiveness

Empowerment through local citizenship of people in poverty
and the marginalized is about changing who has decision-
making power. Effective and inclusive local citizenship means,
that all people can participate in decision making processes
and hold others to account. In ideal situations, individual
citizens should be able to participate. Experience shows that
marginalized people gain much from organizing themselves
into groups in order to use their collective bargaining power to
greater effect.

Many factors generate poverty and exclusion. Genderinequality,
religion, membership of social ethnic or geographic groups, all
affect people’s access, status and influence in local politics.
People living in poverty may be too alienated or oppressed to
seize new opportunities to act when they face exclusion and
discrimination. Designing for inclusiveness in empowerment
strategies is crucial and may require different interventions to
accommodate all marginalized groups.
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Poverty and the Poor

Poverty is a state of exclusion, marginalization and deprivation
of citizens from their essential social, economic, civil, cultural
and political rights. The key measures of poverty are not only
economic; nor are the poor limited to families and persons of
low-income. Poverty is also measured by the lack of information,
access and diminished capacities of citizens to participate in
the institution and governance of their society. Poverty can be
expressed also by the lack of voice, disrespect and an assault
on dignity and self-esteem, shame and stigma, powerlessness,
denial of human rights and diminished citizenship. The
inclusion of the poor into citizenship requires “redistribution”
aimed at raising the incomes and living standards of people
living in poverty. Moreover, it requires recognition and respect
of common humanity and the right to citizenship.
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June 12t - World Day against child labour.

The State shall provide children with care and protection from all forms of violence,
abuse, mistreatment and commercial and sexual exploitation. It is prohibited to
employ children before the age of completing their preparatory education or in jobs
which subject them to danger. (article 80 Egyptian Constitution)
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Local Citizenship and the
Empowerment of the Poor

Much of the negotiations for citizenship membership and rights
occur at the municipal level, which gives the opportunity to
shape the rights, privileges and obligations of local citizenship.
Local citizenship is a powerful tool for empowerment. That is
because poor people live their daily lives at the local level where
they engage with the state, public services, markets and the
political system. Their empowerment requires participation and
accountability in local governance and decision making through
effective and inclusive local citizenship. Supporting inclusion
requires an understanding of the existing power relationships
and the practical obstacles to participation facing poor people.
Public sector decentralization is an important opportunity for
empowerment through increased accountability for public
expenditure allocations and local delivery of pro-poor policies.
This requires developing the participation capacities of both
communities and citizens.
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Citizenship of Persons with
Disabilities

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was
issued by the UN General Assembly in December 2006 and has
become effective in May 2008. The purpose of the Convention
is “to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal
enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by
all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their
inherent dignity”. Rights specific to this convention include
the rights to accessibility including justice, physical, services,
communication, information and information technology; the
right to live independently and be included in the community,
as well as the rights to personal mobility, habilitation and
rehabilitation, and to participation in political, public and
cultural life, recreation and sports.
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Over 1 billion people in the world have some form of disability, that’s 1 in 7, out of
which 80% live in a developing country. More than 100 million disabled persons are
children (source UN)
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Citizenship in Egypt's Constitution
of 2014

The system in Egypt is democratic republic based on citizenship
and the rule of law (article 1). Sovereignty belongs to the people
alone (4), which exercises it and protects it; People are the source
of power; they safeguard their national unity which is based on
the principles of equality, justice and equal opportunities between
citizens. The political system (5) is based on political and partisan
multiplicity, the peaceful transfer of power, the separation and
balance of powers, authority going with responsibility, and respect
of human rights and freedoms. Egyptian society (8) is based
on social solidarity. The state (9) ensures equal opportunities
for all citizens without discrimination. And the state commits to
achieving equality between women and men in all civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights. The state commits to taking
the necessary measures to ensure appropriate representation of
women in the houses of parliament. It grants women the rights
to hold public posts and higher management posts in the state
and to appointment in judicial bodies without discrimination (11).
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Citizens’ rights in the Egyptian
Constitution

The constitution of Egypt (article 51) stipulates that dignity
is a right to every person that may not be infringed upon.
The state shall respect, guarantee and protect it. All forms
of torture are a crime with no statute of limitations (article
52). Citizens, according to article 53, are equal before the law,
possess equal rights, freedoms and public duties, and may not
be discriminated against on the basis of religion, belief, sex,
origin, race, color, language, disability, social class, political or
geographical affiliation, or for any other reason. Discrimination
and incitement to hate are crimes punishable by law. The state
shall take all necessary measures to eliminate all forms of
discriminations, and the law shall regulate the establishment
of an independent commission for this purpose. Freedom of
belief is absolute (64), freedom of thought and opinion is
guaranteed (65), so is the freedom of scientific research (66)
and artistic and literary creation (67).
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Rights of children, persons with
disabilities and the elderly in the
Egyptian constitution

Every child has the right to be named and to possess identification
papers, have access to free compulsory vaccination, health and
family care or alternative, basic nutrition, safe shelter, religious
education, and emotional and cognitive development (article
80). The State guarantees the health, economic, social, cultural,
entertainment, sporting and education rights of dwarves and
people with disabilities. The State shall provide work opportunities
for such individuals and allocate a percentage of these
opportunities to them, in addition to equipping public utilities and
their surrounding environment. The State guarantees their rights
to exercise all their political rights and their integration with other
citizens in order to achieve the principle of equality, justice and
equal opportunities (article 81) The State guarantees, as well, the
rights of the elderly, provides them with appropriate pensions to
ensure them a decent life and enable them to participate in public
life. The State shall take into account the needs of the elderly
while planning public utilities (article 83).
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Citizen of the remote areas in the
Egyptian Constitution

The State gives special attention to remote areas and the
groups most in need (article 48). It also gives special attention
to maintain the components of cultural diversity of the country
(50). Article 236 stipulates that the state shall develop and
implement a plan for the comprehensive economic and urban
development of border and underprivileged areas, including
Upper Egypt, Sinai, Matrouh, and Nubia. This is to be achieved
by the participation of the residents of these areas in the
development projects and the priority in benefiting from them,
taking into account the cultural and environmental patterns of
the local community, within ten years from the date that this
constitution comes into effect. The state works on developing
and implementing projects to bring back the residents of Nubia
to their original areas and develop them within ten years.
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October 4t — World Habitat Day
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Inclusive Democracy

Inclusive democracy is a new concept of democracy, which
re-integrates society with economy, politics and nature. The
concept of inclusive democracy is derived from a synthesis
of two major historical traditions, the classical democratic
and the socialist, although it also encompasses radical green,
feminist, and liberation movements in the South. Within the
problematique of the inclusive democracy project, itis assumed
that the world, at the beginning of the new millennium, faces a
multi-dimensional crisis (economic, ecological, social, cultural
and political) which is caused by the concentration of power in
the hands of various elites, as a result of the establishment,
in the last few centuries, of the system of market economy,
representative democracy and the related forms of hierarchical
structure. In this sense, an inclusive democracy, which involves
the equal distribution of power at all levels, is seen not as a
utopia, but as perhaps the only way out of the present crisis.
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All forms and types of arbitrary forced displacement of citizens shall be prohibited
and shall be a crime that does not lapse by prescription. (Article 63 — Egyptian
constitution)
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Children as citizens

Citizenship is not just about rights and responsibilities; it describes
the relationships between people and the state, and our shared
membership in a society or a community. “Social dialogue” lies at
the heart of these relationships. Social dialogue happens, among
other things, when children and adults work together to explore
issues or make decisions that will affect a community or a society,
or simply the delivery of services to children. Regarding children
as citizens, recognizes them as “full human beings, enjoying
power, integrity and decision making capacity”. It also recognizes
children’s relationship to political order - in everyday life. Because
children do not have theright to vote, their other participation rights
must be taken seriously for them to be active citizens. Children’s
capacity to behave as citizens, develop through connections with
others, as members in groups and communities, exercising their
civic responsibilities, where their political identities develop, as
well as the sense of democratic responsibilities, self-confidence
and respect diversity and self and others rights.
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Children’s rights include the right to life, to health, to education and to play, as well
as the right to family life, to be protected from violence, to not be discriminated, and
to have their views heard. - Convention on the rights of the child, the most widely
ratified international human rights treaty.
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Education for Citizenship

Education for citizenship is the preparation of individuals to
participate as active and responsible citizens in a democracy. It
equips young people with knowledge, skills and understanding
to play an effective role in their country’s public life. Effective
education for citizenship should develop social and moral
responsibility, community involvement and political literacy. It
should also encourage them to take an interest in topical and
controversial issues and to engage in discussions and debates.
Students learn, through education for citizenship, about their
rights, responsibilities, duties and freedoms and about laws,
justice and democracy. They play an active role in the life of
their schools, neighborhoods, communities and wider society
as active and global citizens.

48




Jahll (ollall pgull poagi T.

November 20t - Universal Children’s Days

49



dihlgoll Jal ;o duyill dronl
diiaallg mJngluhg.eJlmluppl}nlg;uumblngldqluodule
dalidell e il calikivul Jal go wbuidl 3=i g . (dJJ_IJJI)d.LQJSJIQ
Slalaillg cilsaizall (o goidll clslg Wlgo 3aill wllidillg
4o Jua o 3ol Tsay Oxiblgas Lgd)Luii uu.ll esallg Uliggllg
(oJl&JlumgksplubJJumg(o.mghump&u;mjgg.o.unlem;mi

sdgcloindll dlselly gleili LLas go dihlgoll dal oo duyill Jolsii
(oJlsz_ll cljal g Jsliall slaicillg sgoinoll cluled soluidl §gaa
Los sdayaillg o|9l.;.u..o.|| p3cg Bl saaill le cibuadl gaid g

Oo dewlg Jdllae a plaillg disaill ogiljlge pghi e pmacluui
walddiwlg ,d_lg.J.SL.oJlg duadalillg cU.cLo.uJJlg e | g_l_l.Lg.u‘J..O..”
dlogleall ygouds @gil .emlg)g eoylsal g caliai 59J9 JKal
gug ol (o.eJlsz_nl Jileelsd o y9p8ang :LQ..L.LE duiso LKal U9Jdealg
(o.egmhha.nw.oda.ﬂlug.o*mm.dhmlug.o.lﬁu(o.mg Jusiuodl
elaini Jilue g egaly O Oopag oAl e diliillig

Importance of Citizenship
Education

Citizenship education encourages respect for different national,
religious and ethnic identities. It equips young people to engage
critically with and explore diverse ideas, beliefs, cultures and
identities and the values we share as citizens. Students begin
early to understand how society has changed and is changing in
their country, other countries and the wider world. Citizenship
education addresses issues relating to social justice, human
rights community cohesion and global interdependence, and
encourages young people to challenge injustice, inequalities
and discrimination. It helps young people to develop their
critical skills, consider a wide range of political, social, ethical
and moral problems, and explore opinions and ideas other
than their own. They evaluate information, make informed
judgements and reflect on the consequences of their actions
now and in the future.
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Civil Society

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) comprise those private and
non-profit organizations including both formal associations,
movements, as well as networks, coalitions, foundations
and associations - committed to social, cultural, political,
and economic change through the promotion of civic values
and human rights, civic responsibility and active citizenship,
advocacy for the common good, and the active engagement
of all citizens in good governance. CSOs therefore refer
to a wide array of organizations: community groups, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), labor unions, indigenous
groups, charitable organizations, syndicates, and foundations.
CSOs have also become important actors for delivery of social
services and implementation of other development programs,
as a complementary to government action, especially in
regions where government presence is weak such as in post-
conflict situations.
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The proportion of women workers of the informal sector is 60% vs. 11% of men
(Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics, 2010)
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Global Citizenship

Global citizenship is a way of living that recognizes our
world as an increasingly complex web of connections and
interdependencies. One in which our choices and actions
may have repercussions for people and communities locally,
nationally or internationally. Global citizenship nurtures
personal respect and respect for others, wherever they live.
It encourages individuals to think deeply and critically about
what is equitable and just, and what should be done to
minimize harm to our planet. A “global citizen” is aware of the
wider world and has a sense of his/her own role as a member
in the human community; respects and values diversity; has
an understanding of how the world works; addresses social
injustice; participates in the community at a range of levels;
and acts to make the world a more equitable and sustainable
place.
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